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SUBJECT:  U . S . -Indonesia : Moving  Ahead  with  Health  Collaboration 

1.1.  (SBU)  During  an  April  6 meeting  with  Ambassador  Hume,  Dr.  Emil 
Salim,  Environmental  Advisor  to  President  Yudhoyono,  urged  that  the 
United  States  and  Indonesia  expand  health  collaboration  under  a new 
bilateral  science  and  technology  agreement.  Salim  acknowledged  that 
a stable  bilateral  relationship  is  essential  for  expanded 
collaboration  on  health,  particularly  tropical  infectious  diseases. 
He  suggested  that  an  umbrella  S&T  Agreement  could  be  the  first  step 
to  resolving  the  issue  of  the  Naval  Medical  Research  Unit-2 
(NAMRU-2)  in  Jakarta. 

1.2.  (U)  Climate  change  and  its  impact  on  the  incidence  of  disease  is 
yet  another  pressing  reason,  Salim  noted,  for  a heightened  focus  on 
health.  He  emphasized  that  Indonesia,  as  a tropical  and 
archipelagic  country,  is  especially  vulnerable  to  the  impacts  of 
climate  change,  including  on  health.  Jakarta  therefore  has  a clear 
self-interest  in  advancing  medical  research  on  infectious  diseases 
and  concluding  an  umbrella  science  and  technology  (S&T)  Agreement 
with  the  United  States. 

11.3 . (SBU)  A bilateral  S&T  Agreement,  Salim  said,  could  provide  the 
basis  for  resolving  the  controversy  over  NAMRU-2  and  its  infectious 
diseases  research.  There  is  a misperception  among  some  Indonesians 
about  NAMRU-2 ' s work,  he  noted,  and  the  key  is  to  eliminate  their 
"suspicions."  Salim  recommended  formally  placing  the  work  of 
NAMRU-2  under  the  Ministry  of  Research  and  Technology  once  we  have  a 
bilateral  S&T  Agreement.  Doing  so,  Salim  stated,  would  remove  the 
political  "burden"  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Packaging  NAMRU-2 1 s 
work  as  part  of  an  overarching  collaborative  endeavor  on  scientific 
research  under  the  Ministry  of  Research's  responsibility,  he 
suggested,  could  go  a long  way  towards  mitigating  domestic 
sensitivities . 

14.  (SBU)  Salim  revealed  that  he  has  been  thinking  about  the  NAMRU-2 
issue  and  discussing  it  with  other  Indonesians  for  some  time.  He 
also  implied  that  President  Yudhoyono  is  keen  to  enhance 
collaboration  on  health.  Salim  welcomed  Ambassador  Hume's 
suggestions  on  other  ways  to  desensitize  the  issue,  including 
creating  a bi-national  board  for  NAMRU-2  and  collaborating  to 
establish  a center  for  health/medicine  that  would  also  conduct  the 
clinical  research  on  infectious  diseases. 
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